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Washington  is  just  a  country  town. 

In  front  of  one  of  the  imposing  new  Government  buildings,  you  can  pick 
enough  dandelion  greens  for  dinner. 

That's  what  your  Washington  correspondent  says,  in  her  latest  news  letter, 
vras  walking  down  Fourteenth  Street,  toward  the  Department  of  Agriculture, 
■Then  she  saw  a  gardener  digging  dandelions.    He  was  presenting  them  to  a  lady 
who  had  evidently  stopped  for  the  very  purpose  of  getting  enough  dandelion 
greens  for  dinner. 

Veil,  that's  one  sign  of  spring  in  Washington,  D.  C.    Other  signs  are  the 
forsythia,  in  bloom  this  long  while,  and  the  pink  magnolias,  and  the  Japanese 
cherry  blossoms. 

"Spring  in  Washington  is  a  beautiful  season,"  writes  your  correspondent. 
"By  the  time  you  receive  this  letter  some  of  the  cherry  "trees  around  the  Tidal 
2asin  in  Potomac  Park  will  likely  be  in  bloom.     In  1912,"  she  continues,  "through 
the  generosity  of  the  city  of  Tokyo,  more  than  2,000  cherry  trees  were  presented 
to  the  city  of  Washington  by  Yukio  Ozaki,  then  mayor  of  Tokyo.    These  trees 
include  several  of  the  finest  varieties  known  in  Japan.    They  usually  begin  to 
bloom  late  in  March  or  early  in  April,  and  for  more  than  a  month  we  have  cherry 
blossoms  in  Washington. 

"They  always  remind  me,"  says  your  correspondent,  "of  my  visit  to  Japan. 
When  I  stroll  through  Potomac  Park  in  April,  I  almost  expect  to  see  kimonos  and 
wooden  sandals,  and  parasols  and  bicycles. 

"The  flowering  cherry  is  the  national  flower  of  Japan.    One  of  the  best 
renown  legends  is  about  the  fairy  Ko-no-hana~sakuya-hime,  the  'maiden  who  causes 
trees  to  bloom, •  who  hovers  low  in  the  spring  sky,  waking  the  trees  with  her 
delicate  breath. 

"In  very  ancient  tirr.es  only  the  wild  single-flowered  cherries  were  known, 
but  wnen  these  trees  were  brought  into  the  gardens  of  wealthy  Japanese  nobles, 
the  flowers  developed  extra  petals  and  became  larger." 
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Now  here's  a  practical  item,  for  those  of  us  who  can't  go  to  Washington 
t0  see  the  Japanese  cherry  trees.    We  can  have  an  oriental  cherry  tree  m  our 
lln  front  yard.    Oriental  flowering  cherries  grow  well  in  just  about  the  same 
climate  that  peach  trees  grow  in,  and  they're  becoming,  more  popular  all  the 
time  "as  one  of  the  glorious  heralds  of  spring." 

Mr.  Paul  Russell,  a  scientist  in'  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  has 
written  a  72-page  booklet  called  "The  Oriental  Flowering  Cherries,"  m  which 
he  describes  the  different  varieties,  and  the  beet  methods  of  culture.  The 
Dpoartnent  of  Agriculture  has  the  most  complete  collection  of  flowering  cherry 
trees  in  the  country  -  at  the  Plant  Introduction  Garden  at  Glenn  Dale,  Maryland 
Other  famous  collections  in  the  United  States  are  at  Rochester,  New  York;  Seattle 
and  other  places  on  the  West  Coast,  and  at  the  Arnold  Arboretum  in  Massachusetts. 
Many  nursery  firms  now  handle  one  or  more  varieties  of  the  flowering  cherries. 

If  you're  interested  in  more  facts  about  these  beautiful  trees,  you  can 
get  a  cony  of  Mr.  Russell's  booklet,  "The  Oriental  Flowering  Cherries,"  by  send- 
ing ten  cents  to  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C. 

This  booklet,  by  the  way,   is  one  of  the  most  interesting  government  publi- 
cations I've  seen  lately.     It  contains  all  the  information  a  practical  ho rticul- 
;st  needs  to  know  about  oriental  cherry  trees.     It  also  contains  a  few  poetic 
legends  for  arm-chair  gardeners  -  those  lucky  people  who  can  read  a  took  like 
this,  and  immediately  transport  themselves  to  a  beautiful  grove  of  pink  blossoms. 
A  grove  of  trees  with  names  like  "Goddess  on  a  White  Elephant,"  "Dancmg-Girl 
Cherry, "  "Twilight,  "  and  "Moon  Hanging  Low  by  a  Pine  Tree."  .  .  . 

How  would  you  like  a  cherry  tree  called  "The  Royal  Carriage  Returns"? 
Cne  of  the  early  Japanese  emperors,  while  enjoying  a  spring  drive  m  the  country, 
was  so  impressed  by  the  beauty  of  a  flowering  cherry  in  full  bloom  that  he  ordered 
his  carriage  to  return  to  the  spot,   so  that  he  might  gaze  on  the  tree  once  more. 
So  this  tree  was  the  ancestor  of  all  the  trees  known  as  "The  Royal  Carnage 
Returns."    This  variety  is  not  yet  very  well  known  in  the  United  States,  but  tnere 
are  aeveral  trees  in  Potomac  Park,  Washington. 

Well,  I  talked  longer  than  I  intended,  about  this  booklet.    The  name,  I've 
said  before,  is  "The  Oriental  Flowering  Cherries,"  and  you  may  get  a  copy  by 
sending  ten  cents  to  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  next  item  in  today's  news  letter  concerns  China,  and  rice.    Our  Assis- 
tant Agricultural  Commissioner  over  in  Shanghai,  Mr.  F.  J.  Rossiter,  has  just  sent 
word  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  that  China  will  import  more  than  1,333.000 
short  tons  of  cleaned  rice  this  season.    That's  257,000  short  tons  more  tnan  the 
average  yearly  imports  during  the  years  from  1922  to  1931.    As  you  know,  China 
had  a  drought  during  the  summer  of  193^.  the  rice  crop  suffered,  and  that's  why 
China  has  to  import  more  rice  than  usual  this  season. 

China  is  the  largest  rice-producing  country,  and  also  the  largest  importer 
of  rice.    Most  of  her  imported  rice  comes  from  Indo-China,  Siam,  and  Burma. 
Japan,  too,  will  probably  send  rice  to  China  this  year,  for  the  Japanese  govern- 
ment wants  to  liquidate  the  large  government -owned  stock. 

Well.  .  .  we  had  quite  a  trip  this  morning  —  to  the  other  side  of  the 
world.    It's  pleasant  to  get  away  from  home  for  a  little  while. 

I'll  be  with  you  again  on  Monday,  as  usual. 


